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SECRETARY's OFFICE, TERRITORY OF New Mxxico, 
| Santa Fe, February I, TUR 


Posa 


Hon. Joun Eaton, Commissioner of Education: ree oo 2 


In reply to your' circular of December, 1875, asking as specific 
information as may be on- education and the school system of New | 
Mexico, as a contribution. to your report for the year 1875, on the - 
educational work of the cotiitey,, I id the honor to submit te fol- 
awing OS | 


I5 de 
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‘In presenting a report'on education in this Territor ja ión : a 
important of factors in’ republican civilization, upon the Centennial of "d 
American Independence, when oür whole’ country will be’ subject to AB 
the ‘critical judgment ‘ofthe: váried intelligence of the enlightened vA 
nations of the world, it is not,'in view of the situation, without some Sap : 
misgivings that we undertake the task; nor would we be doing. justice EE - 
to the Nation and the Territory Mid first calling attention, as in a a. 
former T to the. ^ ^: pm UT E y ! i | | A 
CONDITION UNDER WHICH EDUCATION FIRST MADE ITS APPEARANCE oY 
in any. considerable. degree, and the. circumstances. under which ithas : ! M d 


since struggled for a place among the: institutions. of the Territory. wd 


t 
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2 Education in New Mexico. 


The Territory of New Mexico is part of the far west— on the 
. extreme frontier, settled to day by a people, nine-tenths of whom speak 


a foreign tongue, most of whom are illiterate, and the balance with: 


little American literature, and as a consequence, knowing little of the 
political and social institutions per se, of our common country. With 
habits and customs and modes of thought rather of a past age than of 
the present; for centuries regarding , obedience to the civil law as sub- 
ordinate to the canonical law; the latter administered by a very gener- 
ally notoriously corrupt, venal and meretricious priesthood, up to the 
organization of the See of Santa Fe, a few years after the American 
occupation, under the ecclesiastical control of the present Archbishop. 


With unimportant exceptions, without schools of any kind, until 
nearly within the past decade isolated by a thousand miles of wild, 
unsettled domain, through which her highway of commerce and of the 
army wearily wended its way; all overrun by the aggressive nomads, 
and only suppressed to any considerable degree during the past five 
years, and coming in contact with the civilization of their adopted 
country, mainly as they met the ‘few .civil officers and teachers; the 
representatives of the army and the scape goat and the outlaw, the 
latter by no means, either few in number or elevating to character. 


e 
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EDUCATIONAL PROGRESS. 


Iti is undér these circumstances and conditions, it must ever be 
‘borne in mind, that education in New Mexico had to make its start; 
and dates its first permanent establishment. from the organization of 
the * Academy of our Lady of Light,” (Sisters of Loretto,) in Santa 
Fe, in 1852, by Mother Magdalen. Heyden, then as now, Mother 
Superior, and under the patronage of the then Bishop, now Arch- 


qishop, John B. Laury. This school, started in small and unpreten- . 


tious rented quarters, with seven boarders and a few day scholars, with 
two teachers; now, according, to the last annual report, herewith 
accompanying, numbers ten teachers,and’ one, hundred and sixty-five 
pupils, with an extended curriculum of English, Spanish and classical 
studies, including music and fine :arts, and occupying commodious 
buildings, with broad grounds and delightful surroundings. E. 

From the organization and establishment of this-school for home 


education, other private, academic and. parochial schools of various 


religious denominations, twenty-five in number, have since been 
located and established in the various centers of population. "These 
schools constitute the crowning feature of the education of our day 
and time. With the thirst for knowledge thus introduced, the people 
through their legislative assembly of 1871-2, - 
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REVERSED THEIR DECISION AT THE POLUS OF TEN YEARS PREVIOUS, 


when they voted down a public school law by a nearly unanimous ' 


vote, for the reason that the tax for their support was deemed oppres- 


sion, and authorized by law the public school system in force to-day, 


giving one or more free schools i in nearly every precinct, at least in the 
several counties reported. | 


The law is crude i in character, as school laws are usually ma: 
ted; the best however, that could be then or since obtained, certainly 
better than none. It leaves the details and management of the ‘schools 
"and of the school funds entirely to a “ Board of Supervisors and Direc- 
tors of the Public Schools,” to be elected by each county respectively. 
The school system of each county is thus independent of any other, 
and may be as varied in character as the number and character of the 
several counties, and of course, are Agen to the degree of wisdom 
with which they are administered. 

Unfortunately, the school boards in most of the counties are com- 
posed' of persons inexperienced ín any schóol system whatever, and all 
without the instructions or advice of a central authority, often giving 


but little personal attention, and not unfrequently under the control or _ 


composed in part, or whole, of priests; an office, under the require- 
ments of law, to which they are ineligible. ° The tendency of this 


PRIESTLY INFLUENCE 


has been to gradually subvert the public schools and the school’ fund, 
paid by persons of every shade of religious belief, and of no religious 
belief — 1n the interest of their particular church. Thus, ina majority 
of the counties, to-day, the school books and church catechism, pub- 
lished by the Jesuits, and generally in Spanish, constitute the text 
books in use in the public schools; and as annouriced by a newspaper 
friendly to the order, if not of it: * These are now being used in most 
all of the schools of New Mexico;” while in at least five counties public 
schools have been placed in direct charge of either the Jesuits or other 
religious otders, or members thereof kindred in character. The some- 
what limited amount of the schpol fund, the disbursement of considera- 


ble portions of it for illegal or illegitimate purposes, and the attempt to ' 


accommodate the demand for schools in every neighborhood, very 
naturally make the school term short, the compensation of teachers 
small, and as a rule, commanding incompetent or indifferent talent; 

In aggravation of this condition of things, in some cases, it has been 


charged in the public press and otherwise, and not denied, that the. 


school authorities have employed relatives, dependants, or personal or 
political friends, and even debtors have been employed, to save an oth- 
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erwise hopeless indebtedness, and with little or no regard to the fitness 
or qualification as a teacher, of the person thusemployed. The school 
fund in some counties, two of which. report the fact, is illegally used to 
pay $3,00 per diem of members of the school board; while among 


other items, the fund is appropriated to pay the salary of a secretary 


and other officers for,slight or hypothetical services, and even, as we 
are assured, perverted to purposes entirely foreign to schools. 

Among any people thoroughly imbued with the spirit and genius 
of our republican institutions, and so uniformily the case elsewhere in 
the United States, there comes with it a fixed appreciation of the 


if 


PATRIOTIC DUTY FOR THE CITIZEN TO ‘WATCH AND GUARD THE 
PUBLIC SCHOOL, 


and the school funds, and, as a matter of course, with it, the duty of 
each to contribute his services gratuitously when called upon by his 
neighbors to assume the responsibilities of school commissioner, trustee, 
clerk or other service. X ty | 

. The imperfection and misdirection of the public schools in several 
counties will hardly be a matter of surprise, among a people whose 
past history and want of experience: is so anomalous as that of the 
people of New Mexico, when compared with any other portion of the 
country. The outcome however, is 

BY NO MEANS ALL DISCOURAGING, 


notwithstanding this unfortunate condition f the public schools. The 
spirit of reform is abroad and will eventually succeed. In my last 
annual report I took occasion to make several recommendations of 
legislation needed, with the view to guarding at once the interest of 
the pupil and of the school fund. Similar recommendations were also 
embodied in the very able message of Governor Axtell, to the recent 
legislative assembly. The recommendations are so tersely stated, and 
cover the ground so well, that I have copied at length that portion 
referring to the school question. 
RECOMMENDATIONS OF THE GOVERNOR—COMMON SCHOOLS. 


“The foundation and corner stone of the republic rests upon the 
intelligence and virtue of the people; the people are the government. 
The system of common schools for the education of the people is the 


-only method known to us by which the requisite inteliigence for self- 


government can be obtained. "These schools must have competent 
teachers, competent not only to teach the elementary branches, but 
competent to give moral instruction both by example and precept, and 
to set such examples in manners and general deportment as children 
who learn quickly by the eye ought to follow; an incompetent school 
teacher is a public calamity. The public school fund is raised by tax- 
ation upon all religious denominations and upon persons of no religion; 


> 
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it is a fund which belongs to the state, and must be strictly guarded 
against denominational influences, The state tolerates all religions 
but teaches none; so with the training school of the state—the common 
school. It admits within its walls every child of the republic, but 
excludes every sectarian teacher; what is true of the common school is 
true of every dollar of the common school fund. It should be made a 
misdemeanor and punished.by fine and imprisonment for any man or 
set of men to divert one dollar of this sacred fund to denominational or. 
sectarian schools, and if the Territorial Legislature is not willing to 
protect this fund Congress will be'called upon to do so. . Not one 
dollar of this fund must be taken for any purpose except that of paying 
teachers, neither to pay school inspectors nor rent, nor lights nor other 


. incidental expenses; all these must be provided for outside of this fund. 


It is but a poor compliment the men of this Territory pay to their 
enterprising, heroic and renowhed ancestors if they cannot supervise 
the ordinary affairs of a school in which their own children are taught 
without receiving three dollars a day for it, and then abstract this three 
dollars out of the meager fund provided for the poor child's education. 


FEMALE EDUCATION. 
* The family is the highest type of the race. The father, mother, 


brothers and sisters are the most perfect of all human societies. God's 


seal is set upon these sacred relationships. As brothers and sisters are 

together in the family equals in every respect, so should they be equal 

in the common school. Ichallenge the closest scrutiny into our com- 

mon school system as to its influence upon female virtue, and I affirm, 

without fear of intelligent contradiction, that where brothers and sisters, 

and whole neighborhoods and communities of such, have been educated 

together in the common school, the females compare favorably with. 
any people on earth for personal purity. Intelligence; knowledge is 

the strongest safeguard to virtue. Ifonly one sex can have the‘advan- 

tage of the common school, letit be the females. 


WOMEN AS TEACHERS. 


« Women are the best qualified to teach young children; wherever 
it is possible to do so procure them, and pay them the same wages you 
would pay men for the sane work. The importance of this subject 
must be my excuse for dwelling upon it atsuchlength. ‘There cannot 
possibly come before you anything of equal gravity. The state may 
lose treasure and regain it; may meet with reverses in the cabinet or 
on the field of battle, and win back the advantages lost; but when her 
youth are corrupted, or cease to be intelligent and virtuous, all is gone. 


SCHOOL DISTRICTS AND GRADED SCHOOLS. 


« Special laws should be passed enabling all the large towns and 
villages to form themselves into one district, and levy a special tax upon 
that district to build a school house large enough to accommodate all 
the children; then classify and grade the school, placing different ages 
in separate rooms, with one principal or head teacher. Also authorize 
such district, by a vote, to levy a special tax for the support of such 


‘schools. There is money enough sent out of this Territory every year 


to educate children abroad, to do more than I have suggested." 


t 
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LEGISLATION SOUGHT. 


A bill was accordingly carefully prepared and submitted to, and 
approved by the Governor, Secretary and Attorney General among 
others, authorizing the organization. of independent school districts, 
. with power to raise additional school money and build school houses, 
where the population would warrant; abolishing all pay to school 
officers; restricting the disbursement of the general school fund to 
wages of qualified teachers; requiring teachers to be examined and 
hold certificates of qualification, without which disbursing officers were 
prohibited from paying their wages; providing that the public schools 
of the Territory 


SHALL NOT BE UNDER THE INFLUENCE OF ANY CREED, 


religious society or denomination whatever; neither the Bible or any 
sectarian book shall be used in the public schools, and that they shall 
be open to both boys and girls.” Requiring a system of reports and 
accountability toa central board; the taking of a school census, and that 
the whole question of the management of public schools, including the 
designation of school books and of all needful rules, be under the 
supervision and governance of an ex-officio board of commissioners of 
education, composed of the Governor, Attorney General and President 
of the Council. 

The bill was introduced in the council, where it passed without 
amendment by a vote of nine to four. In the house however, it was 
defeated, with the non-sectarian clause stricken out, by a vote of four- 
teen to ten, two members being absent and not voting. It is due to 
say that the members of the house voting for it with the amendment, 
would also have voted for it without the amendment. The opposition 
in the house proved violent, owing to the organized ‘efforts of the 
Jesuits. ` The friends of the bill allowed the amendment, hoping to 
save the remainder. It will be noticed thaton a joint vote of the two 
branches of the Legislative Assembly, there was a majority of one in 
favor of the bill. It is also significant that of the members of the 
whole body, 


THE MORE ENLIGHTENED WERE ITS FRIENDS. 


Of the twenty members voting for the bill, and one absent, also a 
friend of the bill, fifteen were natives of the country, reared and edu- - 
cated in the Rome Catholic faith. It is also gratifying to note that 
the more intelligent and progressive citizens of the Territory generally, 
gave evidence by their work or words, or both, that they too, can be 
counted among the friends of public schools, as contemplated in the 
original bill. Manifestly, liberal and efficient public schools are grow- 
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ing in favor with the people, with a.strong hope that in the early future 
New Mexico will arise above its present inefficient and unsatisfactory 
school system, and fall in line with the other states and territories in 
favor.of a system and management looking to broad, liberal and effec- 
tive popular education.. 

THE GREAT NEED. 


Tried by the standard that would be applied to the other states 
and territories, the great need of New Mexico, beyond a peradventure, 
is good English public schòols and educated and: enterprising men ih 
numbers and force sufficient to energize the whole people, and this 
before assuming greater responsibilities ofthe government. To this 
end, so far as lays in her power she must make them. l 


THE SCHOOLS OF THE TERRITORY. 


The following tabular statements are abstracts mainly from author- 
ative sources, and what is not authorative, is either trom common 
repute or other reliable sources. Those relating to the public schools 


are from the school authorities of the respective counties, and those 


relating to parochial schools are uniformly from the principals in 
charge. 
PUBLIC SCHOOLS. : 


(See Appendix “ A.”) 

While in some particulars the above statement is somewhat incom- 
plete, and will not in every particular bear the full test of critical 
examination, it is quite sufficient to illustrate the present condition of 
the public school system. It is however, without doubt, the most 
reliable specific information obtainable at this time, or that probably 
will be ‘obtained so long as reliance has to be placed on reports by 
courtesy: — with the belief extant, in some instances at least, that local 


interests, ecclesiastical, political or otherwise are best served, to state it ' 


mildly, by silence or avoidance. I have this to say of the data on 
which this is made, as compared with the data on which either of my 
previous reports were made, and which, to a certain extent as stated, 
only approximated the facts; that I have succeeded in obtaining much 
more official information than ever before. Of the parochial schools 
hereafter referred to, heretofore Jess than half has been authorative; in 
this report all are believed to be reliable, and, except in a few details, 
authorative. 
OTHER STATISTICS. 


In addition to the tabular statement above given, we glean that in 
eleven counties there are 132 male, and 15 female teachers; that there 


are 97 schools for boys, and eight for girls exclusively, and 33 mixed - 


ra 
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schools. Ten public schools are' under ecclesiastical control, paid in 
part or whole out of the public school fund. In the counties of Grant 
and ‘Colfax, the schools aré. all mixed, all teach: English, and teachers’ 


' wages average: much higher. Mora and Dona And, are the only 


counties officially reporting public schools under ‘direct ecclesiastical 
control. In the counties of Taos, Santa Ana and Valencia, there are 
37 schools for boys, one for girls, and one mixed school. It. will be 
noticed by comparing the footings,—that while there has been an 
increase in the number of schools, months taught: and teachers, the 
aggregate school fund for 1875 is $1,637,53 less than that of 1874. It 


will also be noticed that there is an increase of twenty-five schools in: 


which Spanish is taught; an. incr ease of. only one - school: in which 
English is taught, and a decrease. of seven in the exclusively English 
schools. Eight counties report $4,320,73 received from the poll tax of 
one dollar per capita, assessed by law for school purposes ; while the 
whole number of votes cast in the same counties at the last election, as 
appears from the record in the Secretary’ s office, was 1 1,576. Balance 
of school fund, 1874, $4,920,973. Balance on hand December 31, 1875, 
$11,503, 19. Bernalillo and Dona Ana county, in ‘violation of law, 
pay the.per diem of the school board out ofthe school fund. Valencia 
pays a secretary of the school board and other officers not designated, 

the sum of $189. Average teachers wages, computed from the whole 
number of months taught, and the amount disbursed for teachers 
wages, $16,58 per month. From the report of the Auditor of the 
Territory, for the year ending November 15, 1875, we learn that of the 
property tax of one- -half of one per cent. due the Territory on the first 
day of October, a fraction less than one-half has been paid into the 
treasury, and that the assessed value of the property of the Territory 
is $7,808,084; being about $200,000 in excess of the’ assessment of 
1874. The annual tax levy on property for school purposes is, one- 
quarter of one per cent. `.. | 


| AT THE PIERIAN SPRING UNDER DIFFICULTIES. 

Judge Gallegos, the president of the school board at Rio ‘Aniba, 
writes of the extreme solicitude of parents to have their children attend 
school. Some who are quite poor and living at a distance, make great 
sacrifices in order to provide maintainence for their children near the 
school, in order that they may attend. Others, so poor as to be unable 
even to purchase school books, send their children provided with stray 
leaves of old books, from which to glean some of the elements of edu- 
cation. Under the rule of his county, school books are not provided at 
public expense, the fund being utilized as far as possible to pay teach- 
ers. He very quietly suggests, that where there is so deep an interest 


e 


| of the present school board, adopted into the public: schools of that 
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in education among the masses, there: should be some more efficient 
means for meeting the demand.. po o | : 
ESSENTIALLY AMERICAN IN CHARACTER, ' 


Charles E. Wesche, one of the , commissioners, and secretary of 
the school board of San Miguel county, and withal one of the fore- 
most and outspoken friends of public schools in the territory, writes in 


l transmitting the report of his county: “ You are, no ‘doubt, aware that 


in many counties of New Mexico, sectarianism has creat influence, and 
in some even full control ovet the public schools. These pernicious 
tendencies ought to be cut! short by : Congressional legislation. -No 
public school, and. no money raised by taxation: for the. support of 
public schools should ever: be allowed to come: under the control. of el 
religious sect.” a a Do ai y AS 

. Of San Miguel county, the. seat of the Jesuit establishment, another 


tem of common report is. worthy of record. Where the predecessors 


county the Roman Catechism, and the. school, books published by. the 
Jesuit order, and voted to place one or more of the public schools under 


- the immediate control of the Jesuits, the present board.as noted in the 


press: * Passed.a rcsolution by unanimous :vote, declaring against the: 
teaching of religion in the public schools of the. county, and that the 
schools should be essentially. American in character.” The. school 
board is composed of three Mexicans and one American. EN 


1 


PUBLIC SCHOOLS VS, PAROCHIAL SCHOOLS. 


We have referred to sectarian influence in the public schools, and ' 


the perversion of the public school funds to schools of a a parochial char- 
acter. i 
To avoid any misunderstanding as to the position of the liberal 
friends of education through the public schools, we assunie tó declare 
in their behalf that they distinctly disclaim any exceptionis to parochial 
schools, as such, in New Mexico. They concede the right óf any 
religious denomination to establish their schools wherever and when- 
ever they like; and also the right of parents to send their children to 


the same wherever and whenever they like, so long as they do not 


interfere with public moneys or the benefits accruing therefrom to the 

public and the people of all shades of theology and religion, and whose 

common platform necessarily and of right should, be non-sectarian.. 
They do except however to pupils whose tuition is paid for out of 


the public funds, being taught either a sectarian catechism, or that the’ 


highest public duty of man is to the ecclesiastical head of any church; 
that our republican government is in any degree whatever subordinate 
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to the church, or that pupils. are to be required or taught to down on 
their knees at the approach to the school room of any mortal man, in 
or out of clerical robes, as is known to be the fact in this territory. 
Such subservience smacks too much of that effete and bigoted age 
when princes and potentates essayed to rule by the moonshine of divine 
right. Such obsequiousness to men is inconsistent with the dignity 
and patriotism of freemen —is humiliating and debasing to the free 
and ‘elastic flow of liberty as transmitted to us by t the patriot fathers. . 


Wo, a | MORALITY, ` 


pr 


in its relations to parents and the. home circle, to patriotism and love ` 


of country, to industry, integrity, personal rights, temperance, and to 
society in general, is a legitimate part of the curriculum of the Ameri- 
can school system. Sectarianism is not. LE 


The justice, freedom, prosperity and permanence of our republican 
government, as we all know, is based on the intelligence and patriot- 
ism of the people. Hence, schools established and maintained at public 


^i 
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expense; and: in conformity with the ‘letter and spirit of religious lib- 


erty embodied in the fundamental law of the land, and out of respect 
to religious scruples, every citizen can send his child without fear 
of being taught that which he abhors, established and maintained as a 
preparatory school for the state, where the child may be taught the 
history of his country and its government, and a patriotic love and 
respect for its institutions and laws as his first duty to himself and the 


free government under. which he lives; may be taught.the language of. 


his country, the general principles of morality, and the several branches 
of knowledge which are essential to an intelligent responsibility of the 
duties of citizenship, and whereby he becomes the bulwark of its wis 
,dom, permanence and defence, in contradistinction to yielding his 
intelligence and patriotic impulses to and in defence of a church. The 
latter is' what our forefathers, including alike the puritans of New 
England, and the Roman Catholics of Maryland, regarded as 


: | SLAVERY OF SOUL, 
which: the puritan, Governor Winthrop, and the Romanist, Lord 
Baltimore, detested and abhorred, and from which they alike, with all 
the patriot fathers fled, when they came to free America. For which 
their descendants '* proclaimed liberty through all the land, to all the 
people thereof;” in defence of which they shed their blood onehundred 
years ago, and subsequently embodied in the form of religious liberty 
in the great charter, known as the Constitution of the United States. 
"While the parochial schools are, without doubt,the best schools 


= we now have in New Mexico, there is rather more than a suspicion 
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that some advocates and..promoters of:them have a special interest in 
demoralizing and paralyzing the efficiency ofthe public schools, and in 
keeping them in bad repute, crowded: down, as a means of maintaining 
their own superiority.: If not,, why, with their superior knowledge 
and intelligence above the masses of. the people, is there not a greater 


l degree of ‘proficiency: shown in’ the ‘schools of Valencia and other 
. counties where'the priest is master of the situation? “We are assured 


by one. of Valencia’s most eminent sons,.a forraer school director, that 
the schools of to-day in that county are very much below what they 
were when the law first went into operation, In this free country, 


any system of sectarianism must in the eiid, like merchandizing or . 


manufacturing, in the individual relations of proprietors, take an éven 
chance with all other systems of sectarianism, and flourish” or decline 
on the reasonableness, consistency or merit of their system, judged by 
intelligent manhood. 


p Make the public school system of New Mexico all it is practicable 


to be made at this time, and the: result will soon be preparatory 


schóols, not only for the state, but for higher education. The présent 


denominational- schools would then, under the free push of these pre- 
paratory schools be forced, like the seats they represent, to stand on 


their merits; to enlarge and liberalize their curriculum of study, and 
brush up. their diction and scholarship: Theirs, in an exalted sense, 
may be made the ptovince of a higher education — first accademic, 


eventually collegiate. There is room for all and to spare, and will be 


for years to come, under the greatest possible harmony of action. This 
is what all liberal friends of education in New Mexico, without regard 
to sect or religion, are working for, are expecting and demanding, 
and by the merits and justice of their cause, will have. If private 
sources fail to provide higher education, then the latter will of neces- 


ii the sooner become, part of the public school system. 


PAROCHIAL AND OTHER SCHOOLS. 
(See Exhibit B”) `. 


From the various reports before us under this head, we glean a few 
additional items which are suggestive, and indicate some of the diffi. 
culties to be surmounted. in the work of bringing order out of confusion 
and life and effectiveness to the school work. So long as it is mainly 
by comparison of suggestions, ideas and facts, based on local experi- 
ence, showing -the presence as well as the absence of circumstances 
favorable and unfavorable to progress, that we learn how best to meet 
error and receive. encouragement to press forward in the work of ele- 
vating. public sentiment and the school system to a correct standard, 
we-say so long as this is the fact, it is a subject of regret that those in 
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chargé of our higher schools have not more fully and generally 


responded in this particular. 
E ` WORDS FROM EXPERIENCE. 
The sister in charge of the Loretto school at Mora, writes: “I 


think it would be a good idea if parents would not take their children 


from. school so soon, but leave them at least two or three years. The 
generality of people here think education is not necessary for women, 
and therefore leave them in the school, sometimes only two or three 
months, with irregular attendance; and then if they do not learn, 
charge'the fault on the teacher. It is rather disheartening to have so 
many beginners every year. This is the reason why we have so few 


. in the higher classes this year." | 


RELIGIOUS INSTRUCTION NOT OBLIGATORY TO NON-CATHOLICS. 
The sister in charge of the-Loretto School at Lag Vegas writes: 


os Religious instruction not obligatory to non-catholics.’ 


The school of the Sisters of Charity at Santa Fe, is “ for girls, 
orphan and destitute.” 

- Brother Batolph,. president of “St. Michaels College,” writes: 
“ When the Christian Brothers established St. Michael's College, in 
1859, they opened at the same time a free department for the poorer 
class, which has been attended by a yearly average of 180 male pupils. 


~- In 1872 the school commissioners deemed it proper to make an annual 
appropriation ‘of $700 to the members of the society, as a token of 


appreciation of their charitable services. 

* In addition.to the ordinary school hours, half an hour is devoted 
to the religious instruction of the Catholic children, attending the 
college and the free school. A similar custom is observed in our 
schools of Mora and Bernalitto. This instruction being given after 
the regular class labor is terminated.: Non-Catholic children are at 
liberty to return to their homes before its commencement, thus losing 
none of the usual school exercises. Actual attendance, 45 boarders, 47 
day scholars, and 143 free school." 

Father Vito Tromby, S. J., in charge of the Jesuit school at 
Albuquerque, writes: *'lheir departments for school purposes are 
small and incommodious; we are desirous of building a new and com- 
modious edifice, intending to apply the income derived from salaries of 
teachers as a part of the funds, and to ask the school authorities of 
Bernalillo county for a donation out of the surplus in their treasury in 
aid of the undertaking. 

CONGRESS SHOULD ENACT A GENERAL SCHOOL LAW. 


George G. Smith, principal of the * English and Classical School” 
at Santa Fe, says: “Now that. one branch of the Legislative Assem- 


` bly have shown themselves such abject slaves of the priesthood, that 


they dare not adopt a wise and admirable bill for the establishment and 
regulation of the schools of the Territory, Congress should enact a 


. general law requiring as a condition of territorial authority, the estab- 


lishment of good public schools, such as any person might send his 
chilbren to without violating religious scruples, rather than to be 
engaged in the passage or consideration of an enabling act to confer on 
New Mexico the sovereignty of a state." 


| 
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We learn incidentally on good authority, that the school repre- 
sented by Mr. Smith has several thousand dollars assured, with pros- 
pects of other thousands, sufficient for the purpose of erecting commo- 
dious quarters for recitation rooms, apparatus and a boarding house, and 
on a plan of respectability with the academic schools of the country at 
large. 


e 


Professor Annin, of the “Presbyterian Mission School” at Las- 
vegas, writes: * While our curriculum of study is confined to the 
primary and common branches, with music, we are prepared to extend 
it into the higher English and classical studies, according to demand. 


«We are much interested here in the school law uuder discussion 
in the Legislature. We would like a good law to be passed, making 
the schools entirely non-sectarian of course, and making effective pro- 
visions for a stringent accountability of the school fund. * * * * 
The school interest is much improving in our town, and we can see 
clearly that our private mission school has been a powerful stimulus." 


Professor Roberts of the Presbyterian School at Taos says: “It 
is in my opinion better toteach the English first. In so doing they 
learn all the different sounds used in English. correctly; which they 
are not apt to do if they have first learned Spanish, * * * As 
there is usually but one sound given to each letter in Spanish, having 
first learned the more difficult language, the same alphabet in use in 
both with so little char:5-,.- pupil learns to read correctly in Spanish 
in a few weeks. * * * To induce my pupils to use what English 
they know in common conversation is an unfinished problem in my 
experience with these children." | 

Prof. Harwood, of the * La Junta Mission Institute,” and super- 
intendent of the Methodist Episcopal Missions in New Mexico, 
writes: * We have in the territory five schools in operation. Our 
school-house doors are never closed against poor children. If parents 
are able to pay full price, or part, we ask them to do so, but if not, as 
is the case with many of the Mexican parents, their children are per- 


mitted to attend free. 


RELIGIOUS, BUT NOT SECTARIAN. 


We teach the general principles of religion in school, such as 
honesty, truthfulness, love to each other, obedience to parents, rever- 
ence to their Creator; but sectarian differences are not touched.” 


Remark,— The above, with reference to admission of pupils and 
moral precepts, in brief, expresses the substance of the reports of the 
respective mission schools of the Presbyterian Church. 


Prof. Ronquillo, of Lemitar * Academy of Progress," thinks a 
normal: school in each county, with independent school districts in 
cities, villages and towns, under a local board, essential to secure quali- 
fied teachers and educational reform. 
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PUEBLO INDIAN SCHOOLS. 


OFFICE or PUEBLO ÍNDIAN AGENCY, 
_ TERRITORY OF New Mexico, 
de Santa Fe, January 29, 1876. 


. Hon. W. G. Ritch, Secretary of New Mexico: 


Sir: In compliance with your request, I have the pleasure of 


giving the following information in regard to the work done in the 
year 1875 for the education of the Pueblo Indians: ` . 


. Since May last, there have been seven day schools in operation. 
Prior to that time, there had been only two. In these schools there 


_ were enrolled at the close of the year 242 scholars, and of this num- 


ber 187 were in daily attendance; but during the summer months the 
attendance was less than half that number. The number of scholars 
who can read and write is forty-seven, and fifteen work the first four 
rules of arithmetic. Spelling, reading, writing, arithmetic and geogra- 
phy are all successfully taught in English. , But few of the children 
understand English, and on that account it is necessary to use numer- 
ous devices to get them started in acquiring the language. 

The Indian children are susceptible of as rapid progress, 


apparently, as any other class of children, and but for certain supersti- 


tions and the carelessness of the parents in requiring them to attend 
school regularly, very rapid progress would ne: made in their educa- 
tion. 

It is very difficult to secure teachers of proper energy and con- 
scientiousness to accomplish the greatest amount of good possible to 
these Pueblos. If the Agent were allowed to pay higher salaries for 
teachers, or if he were even properly supported on all occasions in the 
best use of the funds already at his disposal, much more might me 


` accomplished in this work than is now possible. 


Still there is much encouragement in education actually accom- 
plished, and I hope much from the present year. 


Very respectfully, B. M. THOMAS, 
United States Agent Pueblo Indians. 


IMPRESSIONS OF AN INDIAN GOVERNOR. 


In addition to the above, we give an incident which tells its own 
story. The Governor of the Indian pueblo of San Juan, situated on 
the Rio Grande, thirty miles northwest of Santa Fe, was one of a 
party of semi-civilized village Indians who made a trip to Washing- 
ton last fall. A few days since he called on our Gov. Axtell, and 


voluntarily spoke of the fact of his having been East, and that he had 


seen and realized the advantages of education to the American people, 
and that he then resolved he would have his people educated. The 
Indian Governor has shown his faith by his works. The Government 
school, which had only six pupils when he returned, now, through his 
own influence and direction, has a daily attendance of sixty. 
Respectfully, W. G. RITCH. 
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- t REPORT OF PUBLIC SCHOOLS 


c the Territory of New Mexico, d Ld the year ending December 31, 1875: 
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Bernalillo....... preg ep ERE 16| 765) 18/822.22| 5.6 1| 15). 18}. 10055 35 ssl i *$5,654.031] $ 1,513.00] ....... 1214.85 
e AA EREET 7; 147) 7| 40.001 4 |....].... 7 ELE PR ieee errr [va ee 1,410. 541.86]. ......]... eer 
Dons. Ana (partial report). d seis 7h Peers ENT | ee 74 TEE DEUS pum 7 1 J | $ 500) 1,598 29/| 1.500.00]........ 181.00 
iene Koss eed e runt dd cie 95| 8040.00) 3.7 2| l|... 2. "sese "e e na 1,163. 460.15} $123.00}........ 
Lincoln (nO TOD OCD A si O O wis ss lesus freee aden [vxo ded E Pree ae er i MS aig: ea availa EM TRUE M pee m 
ea naue ....| 16) 651| 17, 19.18; 6 15| 1.. 13, 4 10 4| 2 12 sedes p 1,623.71) 1,445,001  81.00]........ 
Rio. E duo DEI .| 17, 270) 17, 16.30, 3 4| 13i.. 17|.. 15... dE cuui is 1,176.00 825001 76.00} 182.70 
Santa Ana (no report)....... Bulls Sureste , 85| ...].... 3}.-..| 8 Hs ere T A IM à TONS PORRO EP 
Santa Fe.  ................. 12) 678; 14| 26.18/10 8| 9| .. 10 5 1| 6 2 1| 2,500 4,500.00 3,005.95! 9833.98| , 502.20 
San Miguel................ ...| 24;1,100| 27, 25.00 10 6| 18|.. 24| 3| 16; 2 6l...... 3 | 1,975, 5,099.62}; 3,255.75; 601 98,26 
Socorro (no report).. TEER A O E A A A ks sue PP P. A S i (ub se jerrel: E bday TE ETES fos viscous T 
Taos... ...... Cis Mrd adea p 17| 20.00) 4 7 9.. I7: 181.5. A NT, PRE A 1,366. 1,004.00] 85. 440.10 
Valencia cose e brO VD SPD 17} 797, 17|:16.03| 4 .. 18. I| 16 A E A od law ws saves | 1,881. 881.10 1,131.79|........ 488. 
Total for 1875............... 188, 5,151 147| PA | 6.611 38| 86) 7|| 182| 15| 97| 8 33| 10 5| 4,975 25,473.46 46 15,432.00} 1 1,800.94 ,.94| 1,657.89 
u Total, same Counties, 1874. 116 4,604 128| ORE | 5.8| 80| 69| 14]|....| ... ....]...- e D M .| 4 4,800 27,110.99 |... ....... E gae 
"Three thousand dollars of School Fund from surplus in the County treasury. i 
Includes per diem of Commissioners. 
One to be discontinued in January. 
Ineludes furniture. 
With percentage of Assessor and Collector deducted. 
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. (Exhibit “ B.) PAROCHIAL AND.PRIVATE SCHOOLS. 
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| TEACHERS , 5 | INCOME - 23 
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i Sá E ola. dial Sigla ld. : | S| 8 5 
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- 7 ROMAN CATHOLIC. i : 
(a) Academy of Our Lady of Light, Santa Fe.......|| Girls. | 10 |  165||...... 10 165; 82; 77, 59) 60| 16|....| 55| 165|....|....l.... $6,9001...... 1852  1$19,000 
e (b) Sisters of Loretto, Mora..... DOE T m s ps 10;  370|...... 4 30; 30, 30, 12 12| 12| 1) 85) 70.1....].. .|.. .]| 2,780) 3001) 1864 8,000 
l Sisters of Loretto, Las Vegas.............. asorrere " Ur 68|......] 4 ae ome usus A eee eee aoe? ace P DES 1,047\...... eer m 
(e) Visiitation Convent, Las Cruces,.... . ERE DE * |10] lis 5 || 70; B0| 32|....|... e ree 30} 40]....|.... ].... 2,000/...... 1870 5,000 
(d) Cony’t of Our Lady of Sacred Heart, Bernatillo. bs E ae (ICI. A HC DO UM RUM. NNUS REN E | a clears AS S ADr.748 Pee vcs 
(e) Sisters of Charity, Santa Fe, for orphans and ‘ 
z destitute ehildren.................... iraran PM à 10] 8il..... S O aste be tede udo E vated A TE ORE NUS 1866 
E ) St. Michael's College, Santa Fe, (Christian Bros.)|| Boys. S sod deae da 57| 57) 57 36| 30| 15| 93) 14| 10 5j 9,117} 700 1859 13,500 
d) Christian Brothers, Bernalillo......... S seb € Ll 65| 2 |.....|| 65| 65| 65| 16| 16 ...1....| 40| 65]....| ... |... loe... lo...., 1872 800 
i hristian Brothers, Moro..... rain TOUR d t 401 40) 40 d 30 a A 64 d ; 4 2,0000......]|] 1800  J|....... 
3 c) Christian Brothers, Taos ...... ....... E ey EE 2 A 0] 0L DOS bevel ewes onan BU A Pa 1001... Nov. '75 |....... 
a E The Fathers and Brothers of the Company of , 
Jesus, Albuquerque, (Jesuits).......... uve. " E eer 651 65| 65| 40; 40) 401....1 38) 90,...|....l.... 480|...... 1878 300 
- » (g) Same, La un ve 1408 E5M10641055000100100:2 „å ropa. .... o u 2 ere soljeasosjos» bjoperjeoes, | Poor] vasjesacejosoasjsosolssos $ * sonalonsso se. ec] e... os + 
PROTESTANT. i 
x ^) English and Classical Sch'1, Santa Fe, (Presb.)..|| Mixed. 1 2 40; 40| 40| 24| 20| 10.....| 50....|.... Cac, 2 800. 600!|May 1875} 5,000 
» : 6 Presbyterian Mission School, Las Vegas........ 5 1 1 20; 20 20 7| 17) 3....1 15 25). ....... j|... ..|-.....]| M/ eh 1870) 2,500 
-- h) Presbyterian Mission School, Taos............... x: 1 2 30; 20; 28. 12| 11| 4|....| 80| 19 M 250; 1,9001 May 1873!..... T 
, 5 La Junta Mission Inst., (M. E.) La Junta. ....... Á 1 2 Pocula ape aie Lon ata 40! 10/....|... 1}; 1,0001 1,000/|..... uA A 
á (h) M. E. Mission School, Cirnelita............... pin s T. Nese ak hie Se eee eee Pees re ate Dos sow le ore cre y 
: . E. Mission School, Peralta............... m s 1 I ^ sls , P ius "EC d dl uev 5,000 
A A) M. E. Mission School, Socorro...... 400601090 «ec of ho. 1 .cs..o.... + ov art so o.jpsosoJjo»o Eiiaerlósosjtrarslanos|ossajosrjorosijo.nroejos hsoeslianas»o ss EJ « 
E i) M. E, Mission School, Las Cruces... ....... .... : sa, (rene at 1 1 ccc ne PAR a Bad PUN de NL SO A lose uoce eo tenen 
OTHER SCHOOLS, . 
H 
"e Total number of schools in 1874, 39; attendance, 1,158: teachers, 78. , : 
(a) Keep the publie school for girls; paid out of public funds. (b) Keep public school; $400 paid annually out of public funds. (c) Keep public 
school. (d) Keep public school; paid out of public funds. (o Supported by the Archbishop. (f) Keep sehool for the poor; $700 appropriated from the 
| public school fund. (g) Keep the public school; $30 per month paid out of the publie funds. ^ (A) Tuition free to the poor. ʻi) Recently opened; tuition 
4 free to the poor.’ , (j) Also teaches night school. — (X) Fifty dollars per month paid male teacher ; $30 per month paid female teacher; 25 girls attend. 
e *Teach common and higher English and Spanish branches, each primary and common branches. 
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